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1938.4 The Protocol of Buenos Aires Relative to Non-
intervention stipulated that interference in the affairs of
an American nation should be deemed a sufficient menace
to set the new protective mechanism into operation.5
The great omission of the Buenos Aires Conference was
the failure to provide machinery necessary for Inter-
American consultation by specifically declaring that the
heads of the respective departments of foreign relations in
each of the governments should meet for that purpose.6
The United States delegation had labored for acceptance
of such a scheme at the 1936 meeting, but the Argentine
delegation had successfully blocked it. The Argentine
statesman, Carlos Saavedra Lamas, had derisively referred
to such proposed machinery as "an ambulatory Pan Ameri-
can Union."7
It was at Lima, in 1938, that the regular Eighth Inter-
national Conference of American states adopted the means
of implementing the consultation agreements for which
the United States had argued in vain at Buenos Aires.8
By 1938 the Hitlerite doctrines of geopolitics and of "per-
petual" German citizenship had startled Latin American
nations, where thousands of persons of German birth or
descended of German blood were to be found. The impli-
cations of the Sudeten Crisis were not lost upon these
states.
The Republic of Panama had experienced plenty of
trouble with Teutonic elements resident on the Isthmus
during World War I,9 and once more had to give attention
to the fact that a considerable German ethnic and eco-
nomic influence existed in the country.
Following World War I the number of Germans in
Panama had been considerably increased by immigration
from Germany, which got under way soon after the Treaty
of Versailles.10 These people, with typical German indus-